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MDHHS Director Nick Lyon Statement 

 

LANSING, Mich. – Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Director Nick Lyon statement 

regarding the March 3, 2017 Flint Area Community Health Environment Partnership meeting: 

 

“We regret that Mayor Weaver was misinformed regarding the outcome and intent of the meeting. The 

state neither had the responsibility nor intent to exclude anyone from the meeting. MDHHS greatly 

values the presence and input of Dr. Pugh in our efforts to protect the health of Flint residents, and we 

look forward to Wayne State University providing the appropriate privacy assurances under the data use 

agreement with MDHHS. Two individuals with MDHHS, including Dr. Wells, immediately reached out 

to Dr. Pugh after the meeting to clarify the necessary steps for her involvement in the sharing of the data 

and neither calls were returned. 

 

“We can only presume the Mayor's statements arose out of a misunderstanding of the facts. There have 

been escalating difficulties with WSU's data management, study protocols and research ethics as it 

relates to FACHEP. Protecting the rights and welfare of those who participate in research is a 

fundamental ethical responsibility of the MDHHS and any research institution, such as WSU.  

 

“MDHHS is gravely troubled by the fact that the WSU researchers have demonstrated a fundamental 

lack of understanding of data protections.  This latest incident is but one example.  

 

“Per the signed data use agreement between MDHHS and WSU under their research contract, WSU is 

responsible for following standard scientific practice in protecting the rights and welfare of human 

subjects involved in their research. Data use agreements are required as human subjects data is protected 

by law.  

 

“In this instance, WSU had the option of sharing their presentation with MDHHS prior to the meeting or 

have Dr. Pugh sign the necessary documentation to allow her to join the meeting. WSU chose to adhere 

to neither and therefore, MDHHS chose to leave the call because they could not assure that WSU was 

following standard scientific privacy standards during the meeting.” 

 

# # # 

NICK LYON 

DIRECTOR 
RICK SNYDER 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

LANSING 

http://www.michigan.gov/

